Dec 1, 2006

An Open Letter to all of our friends (Franklin Farm and beyond):

As you all know by now, my wife Monica has been battling breast cancer for nearly six years.  Medically speaking, she is stage IV, which means that the disease has spread beyond its primary site and has now taken up in her bones and soft tissues.  There is no cure and her long-term prognosis is not good.  
Monica continues to battle back time and time again from miserable odds to keep herself in our lives, but her battle has left her (and our family) physically tired and mentally drained.  For those of you who see her frequently, I’m sure that you are amazed at how she manages to mask her daily struggle with broad smiles and an appearance of inner peace.  It’s hard for us all (even me) to imagine what is going on inside of her as she busies herself by keeping our family going as best as she knows how.  But that is what she wants us all to see.  She wants us all to see a dynamic, energizer bunny that refuses to let her disease slow her down.  It is her way of showing the world that this disease will not take her easily.  It is her way of unselfishly living for us all.
While I try my best to let you all know about her status when asked (“How’s Monica?”), I have taken measures to keep much of our personal struggle private.  It may seem a little unfair to you, as you only see what we want you to see, but our life at home is now a matter of family togetherness and emotional security.  Frankly, it’s also very hard to deal with that single question day in and day out.  In my line of work, I get asked that question 5-10 times a day.  As such, I have made it my mission in life to protect her and my family as much as possible.  Unfortunately, that leaves you, our neighbors and friends, with an incomplete picture of our daily lives and a deep down desire to help us in whatever way you can.
Many of you have approached us with generous offers of food or help with the kids.  Every one of these offers is sincerely appreciated, but we have gracefully declined just about all of them due to our desire to keep our lives as “normal” as possible.  This has left many of you with a feeling of helplessness as to what you can do to help. 
After much introspection, I (with the help of neighbor Cheryl Lawson) decided to open a bank account at Bank of America in Monica’s name (information is provided below).  The money that is collected in that account will be used to help pay for Monica’s ongoing medical bills.  I must admit to you all that I had to swallow a lot of pride to do this, but Cheryl convinced me to open this account as she finally managed to pound it into my skull that Monica would have done the same for anyone else in a similar situation.  In fact Monica has done something similar, but through “traditional” channels.  In the past year alone, Monica has spearheaded the collection of over $12,000 from our community for the American Cancer Society, the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation, and the Avon Breast Cancer Foundation.  Those monies have all gone to help various research organizations find new medicines (two of which, in fact, have been used to prolong Monica’s life! Xeloda and Abraxane), educate the general public, and provide medical help to the less advantaged.
Many of you probably think: 
“Why are they doing this?  The Coopers are a successful family, they don’t need the money.  They have two big cars.  Their kids play hockey during the winter.  They even co-own a beach house in the Outer Banks.”  
Yes, all that is true.  But everything that we have done in the past six years has been designed to keep ourselves in a secure and happy environment while Monica fights the battle of her life.  For us it’s been all about “quality of life.” 
We downsized our home to reduce debt.  We sold off our more expensive cars to reduce debt.  We’ve invested in a beach home with another family so that Monica could have a place to chill when she felt the need to escape.  But this all comes with a cost.  In fact the beach house is now up for sale due to the unexpected costs associated with managing it remotely.  We’re OK with all of this.  It is what we have chosen to do.
Here is the answer to what is the best way to help Monica:
In setting up this account, we found that it really is the best thing that we could think of to give people the opportunity to help Monica in ways that are truly beneficial to her (and to us!). The monies that we collect will go directly to Monica’s outstanding medical expenses and to future needs such as monthly insurance premiums (which now top $1000/month) and prescription fees (which due to their nature, are typically non-generic and extremely costly).  
I promise to each and every one of you that the gifts that we receive will be used to help her counter the financial burden of her battle and to give her the quality of life that she so deserves.
As anyone who has group insurance knows, even though it covers most of the costs, there are certain things that insurance doesn’t cover.  With quarterly medical tests in the 10s of thousands of dollars, our past out-of-pocket obligation has been significant.  As of October 1, 2006, Monica is now enrolled in Medicare.  This was the most prudent option available to us.  If I lose my job (I am a contractor), Monica could potentially be without ANY insurance, and that is simply not a risk that we are willing to take.
Regardless, this solution works the best for our family as a unit.  Food and cookies are always a great way to help to folks who are hurting, but medicine is what keeps people like Monica alive.
Believe me, folks, we understand that there are other families in similar or even worse circumstances than us.  Contrary to this entire diatribe, we are not begging for money.  All of our bills will be paid eventually.  But for those of you who really wish to help Monica, this really is the best option as it will help her DIRECTLY.  The gifts are anonymous and all of the proceeds WILL be used appropriately.  In all fairness, please be aware that your gifts are NOT tax-deductable.  Monica’s account is not a foundation.  Your donations are considered gifts in the eyes of the IRS. 
If you don’t feel the urge to donate to Monica’s fund, that is fine.  Please consider giving a gift of money or time to a charity of your choice or to someone whom you feel needs it more.  All that we ask is that you do it in her name.  The Cooper family would feel honored to have such a thing done in her name.  There are many great charities that would appreciate your gift.  We have our favorites, and I am sure that many of you have your own.
You are all wonderful people.  We appreciate ALL that you do for us.  Regardless of the outcome of Monica’s disease, we will remember you all forever for your kind thoughts, your love and your best wishes.
My best to you all and thank you, 
Dale, Joey and Jamie Cooper
For those interesting in making an anonymous cash donation, you will need to go to any Bank of America and fill out a counter deposit slip with the following information:
To: FBO Monica Cooper’s Medical Expenses
Account #: 53-004129650146
If you have any more questions please send an email to:

dale.cooper@pinkribbonlifesystems.com
